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corps by Lord Mayo, and its head-quarters were transferred from Beawar
to Ajmer.

Before 1853 the officers in charge of Ajmer and Merwara were styled
Superintendents and corresponded with the Resident at Delhi, subsequently
with the Resident in Malwa and Rajputana, and after 1832 with the Com-
missioner. In 1832 Ajmer, and in 1846 Merwara, had been placed under the
administration of the Government of the United Provinces (then the North-
Western Provinces). In 1853 Colonel Dixon was appointed a Commissioner
and corresponded direct with the Government of the United Provinces. From
1858 the united districts remained a Deputy Cornmissionership under the
A^ent to the Governor-General and Commissioner, who in his latter capa-
city was subordinate to the Government of the United Provinces, until 1870,
when the province was formed into a Chief Commissionership under the
Foreign Department of the Government of India, and was given a Commis*
sioner of its own with a Deputy Commissioner, and an Assistant Commis-
sioner for Merwara, the Chief Commissioner being the Agent to the Gov-
ernor-General for Rajputana. In 1877 the Deputy Commissioner was
abolished and an Assistant Commissioner for Ajmer appointed in his place.
This arrangement has continued up to the present day (1906), The Chief
Commissioner has his headquarters at Mount Abu, the Commissioner at
Ajmer, and his two Assistants at Ajmer and Beawar respectively.

The area of the Ajmer district is 2,070 square miles; and the popula-
tion, according to the census of 1901, is 367,453, The Merwara district
has an area of 641 square miles with a population of 109,459. The average
revenue of the combined districts from all sources for the ten years ending
1903-04 was about Rs. 14,00,000 ; and the average yearly expenditure
for the same period (as shown by the annual administration reports) was
about Rs. 12,40,000.